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1. DEFINITION OF TERMS

1.1 Domain: 

1.2 ccTLD: refers to the Country Code Top Level Domain. For Cook Islands, ccTLD is .ck

1.3 Registry: a registry is an organization occupied with the registration of domain names into a special database, namely, the registry database. The Cook Islands 

Registry is referred to, hereinafter, as CKNic (network information center).

1.4 Entity: an entity refers to a person, organization, company, corporation or other group which attempts to organize under a common name and publish that name as an Internet domain name.

1.5 Registrant: a registrant is an entity which has registered a domain or in the process of registering one.

1.6 Application: an application is a form filled by a Registrant to request the registration, deletion or changing the status of a domain name under .ck, the Cook Islands ccTLD

2. GENERAL 

2.1. This document, referred to as the ".ck" domain guidelines", contains the policies and rules to be applied to registering, deleting or changing the status of names under .ck, the Cook Islands Top Level Domain - CKTLD

2.2. The “ck domain guidelines” shall be governed by and constructed according to the Cook Islands Law. The Cook Islands Courts shall have the exclusive jurisdiction to settle any dispute that may arise out of or in connection with this guidelines statement.

2.3. The “ck domain guidelines” will take effect on the date of its publication on .CK Domain Registration web page and will continue to be in effect until a new version of these guidelines is posted there.

2.4. The “ck domain guidelines” will periodically be reviewed for possible amendment. 

2.5. Any future amendment of these guidelines will not affect the status of names already registered with CKNIC before such an amendment, with the exception of changes to fees that might arise in the future

3. REGISTRATION OF DOMAIN NAME
3.1. The CKNic at the Telecom Cook Islands Oyster Internet Services is the local Cook Islands registry for CK, the Cook Islands ccTLD. 

3.2. In principle, the registration of names under CK is open to any entity inside and outside the Cook Islands.  

3.3. Domain Names may be registered for active usage (active names) or for inactive usage (reserved names, reserved for future use). For active names, operational primary and one or more secondary Domain Name System (DNS) servers are required. These Servers need to be active for registration of domain to be processed. 

3.4. An entity can register any number of active names; however, an entity can register one inactive name only. 

3.5. Only applications with correct and complete information will be considered for registration/execution. All applications will be processed on equal basis and according to the first-come-first-serve principle. CKNIC assumes no legal responsibility for loss-of-revenue due to delay of registration for applications with incomplete or incorrect information.

3.6. .CK Domain names can only be registered under one of the following chartered domains, namely: 

co - for Commercial or Companies. Domains under the .co Second Level domain are only for Profit-earning businesses. Companies/Businesses must be legal registered. First priority is given to Cook Islands Residents with Non-residents also allowed to register under the .co second level.

edu – for educational institutions (Universities, Technical Colleges and Grade Schools) certified by the Cook Islands Government and/or Ministry of Education (MOE) 

gov - for institutions of the Cook Islands Government. Only Cook Islands Government Institutions (ministries, public authorities, …etc.) certified by the Justice Office may register under “gov.ck”

net - Organisations and network service providers directly related to the CI Internet

org - for Cook Islands Registered Non-Profit Organisations.

gen – for any other generic purpose.

biz – for businesses (alternate choice to .co)

info – for Information Suppliers, Information Related Businesses or Organisations.

3.7. All entities seeking to register under one of the chartered second level domains (co.ck, edu.ck, gov.ck, gen.ck, org.ck, net.ck, info.ck and biz.ck) must fill and submit an application form to Telecom Cook Islands the Certified-Registrar of the .CK domain.

3.8. The registered names must have the following format and satisfy some registration rules, as follows: 

1. The name needs to contain a minimum of three (3) and up to twenty-four (24) alphanumeric characters per name. 

2. A character must be within the sets {a…z} and {0…9}. 

3. The first character of a domain name must be a letter. 

4. The only special character allowed in the name is the hyphen (-) but not as the first or last character. 

5. It is preferable that a registered name be strongly similar to the full name of the entity seeking to register this name or to the abbreviation of the entity’s name or reflects its function. 

6. The domain name can not be a registered local or international Trademark, Service mark or a well-known company name or its abbreviation (unless the Registrant is the owner of this Trademark, Service mark or company, in this case, a proof of ownership or legal rights to the name is required). 

7. The name should not interfere with the rights of a third party. 

8. The name being registered should not be used for any unlawful purpose or activities not permitted by the Cook Islands law. 

9. The name can not be any of the excluded or protected ones. A broad categorization of these names is Cook Islands geographic names, offensive and obscene names, religious names, famous names and natural (common) names. This rule applies to these types of names both in Cook Islands Maori and English language 

4. REJECTION OF NAME REGISTRATION

4.1 CKNic will notify registrants directly of acceptance or rejection of the registration application. 

4.2 CKNic will reject domain name applications, other than format, if: 

1. Entries in the application form are incomplete. 

2. Domain names are identical or strongly similar to an already registered domain name owned by another company or entity

3. Domain name is one of the excluded or protected ones 

4. Domain names do not comply with public ethics 

5. Domain names are registered in an attempt to resell them again 

6. Domain names infringe on the legal right of a third party 

7. Primary and/or secondary DNS server(s) are not accessible or do not respond properly (for active name registration) 

5. DELETION OF DOMAIN NAME

5.1. To delete an active or inactive registration of a name, a request is to be submitted to CKNic. 

5.2. Other reasons for deleting a registered name are

1. Failure to pay the initial registration/reservation/transfer fee after the elapse of 30 days on this registration/reservation or transfer. 

2. Failure to pay the yearly (Residents) and Biannual (Non-residents) renewal fee for a registered/reserved name after the elapse of a period of 60 days from the due date (original date of registration). 

3. Complying with a Cook Islands Court order 

5.3. Deleted domain names will become available for reuse by other applicants. The Registrant will be notified. 

6. CONFLICT OF DOMAIN NAMES 

6.1 For disputes over a domain name between two or more entities:

1. CKNic exempts itself from all responsibilities concerning the verification of rights to a name.

2. CKNic will not and cannot act as arbiter of disputes arising out of this kind of conflicts. 

3. CKNic will abide by all Cook Islands Court orders without being named as party to a lawsuit 

4. CKNic will not be liable for any interruption of business, or any indirect damages of any kind (including losses of profits) or otherwise as a result of name disputes.

5. The execution of a pending application for a disputed domain name will be suspended by CKNic in case of a conflict with another pending application or an already registered active or inactive domain name; until the conflicting registrants present a signed and written settlement of the conflict or a court order. 

6. Acceptance of an application and registration of a domain name by CKNic does not endorse approval or support to submitted names of natural or legal identities, trade names or trademarks CKNic will notify registrants in case of obvious name conflicts or when names are likely to conflict with another name, trade name, trade mark, service mark, etc. 

7. If legal action is taken regarding the use of a name, CKNic reserves the right to revoke, suspend or delete the name as it sees necessary 

7. TRANSFER OF REGISTERED NAMES 
7.1 Domain names are non-transferable once registered/reserved to an entity unless the said entity is bought out or merges with another entity.

7.2 If an entity is dissolved, the domain names owned by that entity will be deallocated. 

7.3 Registering domain names in the attempt to sell them later to other entities will result in all domains owned by the violating body to be revoked immediately. 

7.4 The only way to transfer a domain name from one Registrant to another is done in two steps: 

1. The current domain name holder submits an application for deleting the domain name. 

2. The new Registrant for the domain name should submit a new application to register/reserve the domain name. CKNic does not guarantee the availability of the domain name for the new Registrant. It will follow first come first serve approach for registering/reserving this domain name 

8. MODIFICATION OF ANY CONTACT/DOMAIN INFORMATION 

8.1 If a Local Registrant wishes to change the contact information, he/she can do so free of charge. However, for Non-residents modification of any Contact details is chargeable and should be submitted to CKNic on a Modification Charge Form. 

9. CHARGES 

9.1 The initial registration/reservation of a domain name under one of the chartered domains (co.ck, edu.ck, gov.ck, org.ck, gen.ck, net.ck, info.ck and biz.ck) and its maintenance fee for the 1st year and thereafter for Local residents is NZ$35 (thirty five NZ Dollars) 

9.2. For a domain name registered under one of the chartered domains (.co.ck, biz.ck and info.ck), for Non-residents is chargeable at an initial fee of US$150 and a bi-annual (ever 2 years) renewal fee thereafter of US$150. If the holder of a domain name fails to pay the renewal fee within the 6 weeks of being advised, CKNic may cancel the domain name allocation without further notice 

9.3. The fee for changing contact information on a Non-resident domain is US$15 

9.4. In summary, the table below summarizes the charges outlined below 

1. Domain RegistrationType (Resident)

1st time Registration/Reservation 




      $35 


Renewal 








      $35

Info Change/Modification






      $0

Domain under “co.ck”, “edu.ck”, “gov.ck”, “org.ck”, “gen.ck”, “biz.ck”

“net.ck” or “info.ck”







      $35


Payment is accepted in Cash or charged to Normal Customer account only

2. Domain Registration Type (Non-Residents)

1st time Registration/Reservation 



US$150 


Bi-annual Renewal 






US$150

Info Change/Modification





nil
Domain under “co.ck” , “biz.ck”, “info.ck”



US$150

Payment is accepted by Credit Card or Money Transfer Only

9.5. CKNic will NOT refund fees for any reason except for the unsuccessful registering/reservation of a domain name 

9.6. The subscription for the domain name is automatically extended into the following year unless the subscriber announces termination of it one (1) month before the end of the running year 

9.7. Fees are subject to change in accordance with the local and international conditions and regulation. 

10. SUMMARY

All issues outlined above a subject to change without prior notice by CKNic.

